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The US Southern Command says 314 Panamanian soldiers and 202 civilians were killed in the
US invasion, launched on Dec. 20. President Guillermo has said "less than 600 Panamanians"
died. Former Attorney General Ramsey Clark's Independent Commission of Inquiry on the US
invasion of Panama estimates that more than 3,000 Panamanians died. Clark described the figure
as "reasonable under the circumstances" of the invasion, and attributed it to "sincere people
trying to find out what really happened," including hospital workers, union leaders, and human
rights organizations. The Boston-based Physicians for Human Rights, which sent an investigative
team to Panama, said it had received "reliable reports of more than 100 civilian deaths" that were
"apparently not included" in the Southern Command's count. The group stated there was "no
evidence to support estimates by some in Panama and the United States that several thousand
civilians died." Americas Watch director Juan Mendez said, "Our figure is a little higher than what
the Southern command has allowed, but not by much. We're estimating that somewhere around
300 [civilians] died." The Roman Catholic Church's count for both soldiers and civilians comes to
673. The Panamanian Human Rights Committee and the Center for Investigation of Human Rights
and Legal Aid estimate that 500 to 700 Panamanians died. Humberto Mas Calzadilla, appointed
Panama's chief coroner director of the Medical Legal Institute last month, said: "I'm not arguing
that our numbers are definitive. We think there could be more casualties, given the magnitude of
the situation, but I don't think the figure would be more than 100 to 150. I know there are people
who say thousands were killed, but no one has come forward with specific information, such
as names and gravesites, that would allow us to carry out an investigation." Mas estimated the
number of Panamanians wounded in the fighting at slightly over 2,000. Physicians for Human
Rights concluded that "the actual number of wounded is likely to be higher than the approximately
3,000 who presented to Panama City hospitals." Human rights groups have also pointed out that
although the US military maintains that 314 Panamanian soldiers were killed, official reports list
only 53 bodies of military men as recovered. Col. Michael A. McConnell, who as command surgeon
for the US southern command led the US body count, said the higher number may be incorrect,
since it was based on unconfirmed reports by US troops on how many Panamanian soldiers they
had killed in combat. He also said the Southern Command count included 86 people reported
missing by relatives and presumed to be dead even though no bodies have been found. Virtually all
independent human rights groups in both the US and Panama have criticized the two governments
for "insensitivity" in their dealings with relatives of the dead and those conducting independent
inquiries. (Basic data from New York Times, 04/01/90)
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